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F.B.I. Misuse of Grand Jury Alleged by Lawyers in 


By JAMES T. WOOTEN 

Special to The New York Times 

LEXINGTON, Ky., Feb. 22— 
The Justice Department was ac- 
cused yesterday of allowing the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
to use a grand jury as a tool in 
;its search tor a pair of long- 
j sought fugitives. 

The charges were made by 
.attorneys for six young people 
called by a. grand jury here 
after they refused to talk with 
F.B.I. agents about Katherine 
Power and Susan Saxe, two 
former Brandeis University 
students who have been on the 
bureau’s “10 most wanted” list 
since 1971.-. 

The two women apparently 
lived and worked here last 
year under false names and the 
F.B.I. has focused its inquiry on 
those who may have known 
them during that period, in- 
cluding the five women and a 
man subpoenaed by the grand 
jury, earlier this month. 

Immunity Imposed 
, Yesterday, Federal District 
Judge Bernard T. Moynahan Jr. 
granted a request from the 
Justice Department to impose 
immunity on the six witnesses, 
thereby neutralizing their right, 
to ■ protection against forced 
self-incrimination and requiring 
them either to testify or be held 
in contempt. 

In testimony, interviews and 
affidavits, agents of the bureau 
were accused of the following: 
<! harassing the young people i 
and informing their relatives or I 
(employers of their homosexual 
life-styles. 

^Threatening the ydung peo- 
(ple with grand jury subpoenas 
should they refuse to cooperate 
in the bureau’s search for the 
fugitives. ■ jSte, I 

<1 Giving friends and relatives 


of the young people false in-! 
formation about them as a 
jmeans of inducing the friends’ 
and relatives’ cooperation. 

| The F.B.I. . inquiry, the sub- 
poenas and the immunity ruling 
by Judge Moynahan are the 
latest episodes in a long, violent 
and sometimes bizarre story, 
that began with the killing of a' 
bank guard in a robbery in Bos 
ton in September, 1970. 

Miss Power and Miss Saxe 
were indicted that year by a 
Federal grand jury for inter- 
state flight to avoid prosecution 
I for that slaying and in 1971 
both women were placed on 
the F.B.L’s “10 most wanted” 
list. 


V 


Revolutionary Tie Alleged 

The bureau said that the 
women were members of an 
unnamed revolutionary organi- 
zation. 

Last summer, two women, 
Lena Paley and May Kelley, 
moved into the fringes of the 
University of Kentucky campus 
here, living and working among 
its tiny homosexual community. 

The F.B.I. believes Miss Paley 
and Miss Kelley were Miss Pow- 
er and Miss Saxe and the 1 
bureau’s investigation has fo- 
cused on that same community, 
specifically on the six young 
people involved in yesterday’s 
hearing before Judge Moynahan. 

All of them — Jill Ray- 
mond, 23 years old; Marla Sey- 
mour, 22; Gail Cohee, ?1; Deb- 
bie Hands, 22; Linda Link, 22, 
and 19-year-old James Carey 
Junkin — say they refused to 
speak with F:B.I. agents who 
got in touch with them about 
their possible acquaintance, 
with either Miss Paley or Miss 
Kelley. 

They were immediately sub- 
poenaed by the grand jury. 

The bureau does not have 
general subpoena power, and a 
Citizen has the right to decline 
an interview with its agents. 
Federal law, however, makes it 
a crime to lie to a Federal 
agent. 

Robert Sedler, a professor at 
the University of Kentucky Law 
School, and Judith Peterson of 
Tampa, Fla., the lawyers for the 
six, argue that the F.B.I., fail- 
ing to elicit information through 
normal interviews, caused the 
grand jury to issue the sub- 
poenas. 

“They don’t have a very good 
record of finding people these 
days,” Mr. Sedler , said. “They 
can’t find Saxe, and Power and 


they’re so frustrated they’re 
willing to abuse the law — which 
is exactly what they’re doing 
in this case.” 

i His allegations aside, agents 
i here and elsewhere were re- 
portedly quite eager to inter- 
view the six reluctant young 
people. 

From Albuquerque to Detroit 
to Seattle, the bureau dispatched 
men to get in touch with friends 
or relatives of . the witnesses 
here, and in some instances 
those who were reached say 
they were shocked by the 
agents’ techniques. 

F.B.I. Overtures Reported 
, Alan Russell, a friend of Miss 
Raymond, was reportedly asked 
by agents to come here from 
Detroit to persuade her to co- 
operate with the F.B.I. , The 
agents who visited him promised 
to pay his expenses, he said, 
.and suggested to him that 
should he fail, Miss Raymond 
would be in great difficulty. . .. 

Another of Miss Raymond’s 
friends, who asked not to be 
| identified, said that agents had 
been “harassing” and “insult- 
ing” when they visited her in 
Albuquerque to ask about a 
gasoline credit card Miss Ray- 
mond had borrowed from her. 

On another occasion, accord- 
ing to an affidavit from Letty 
Ritter of Lexington, F.B.I. agents 
asked her to inform the wit- 
nesses that the bureau had let- 
ters in its possession that pro- 
vided answers to the questions 
they wished to ask.. 

“Now, if that’s the case, 

, Mr. Sedler asks, “why do they 
need these kids in front of the 
grand jury? I’m not only curi- 
ous as to where they got the 


j letters — if they have them — 
but also why, if they have let- 
ters that answer all the ques- 
tions, they need to ask them 
any further questions. Are they 
trying to set them up for per- 
jury?” . -I 

Some of the witnesses said 
that their relatives or employ- 
ers had been told by F.B.I. 
agents of their preferences for 
homosexuality. Some of the 
witnesses also said that since 
[they had declined to cooperate 
in interviews with the bureau, 
they had been followed by 
agents. Mr. Junkin said that 
he had been stopped three 
times by the local police, ask- 
ing for identification, since, he 
declined to participate in an 
interview. 

“What this is about really,” 
Miss Peterson, the attorney, 
said, “is that the Justice De- 
partment is using a Federal 
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grand jury to obtain informa' 
|tion which would assist the 
F.B.I. in the apprehension of 
suspects already under indict- 
ment — and that just is not the 
function of the grand jury.” 
The “use immunity” imposed 
I by Judge Moynahan yesterday 
at the request of Eugene Siler, 
United States Attorney, means 
that testimony given by any of 
Ithe six persons, before the 
grand jury cannot be used in 
'any prosecution against them. 
They may still refuse to testi- 
fy, but Mr. Siler said yester- 
day that he would immediately 
charge them with contempt oi 
court. Should that occur, and 
any of them were found guilty, 
they would be jailed until they 
agreed" to testify or until the 
life of the grand jury expired 
— 18 months. 
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